The Role Of The People’s
Progressive Party In The
History Of Guyana

(Condensed version of address given by PPP Executive Member Janet
Jagan at first session of the 25th Congress of the PPP)

Our Party was the first stable political
partyin Guyana. We introduced politics
to the masses, educating them about
political life at public meetings and semi-
nars, the first to be held on a wide scale
in the country. It was the PPP which
began the political education of
Guyanese, making them aware of their
rights, the need to run their own affairs
and to have Guyanese, instead of expa-
triates, in positions of power.

In its first programme issued in
April, 1950, the Party set out as its aims
the objectives of winningindependence — ~
and establishing a just socialist society. Ms. Janet Jagan

The Party fought to bring full and genuine democracy to Guyana.
In doing so, our Party advanced the limited franchise to universal adult
suffrage, allowing all adults to vote for the first time in the nation’s history.

We began the long struggle to end dual control of schools, which
forced Christianity, in a multi-religious society, on teachers and students.
Eventually we won the change to a state-controlled school system.

We ended the system of nominated members being appointed to
Parliament. We fought against the undemocratic system which allowed, for
example, the nomination of the sugar boss, Mr. Seaforth to the Legislative
Council when he had lost the seat he contested in elections in 1947.

We fought against, and eventually won, the end of nominated
members to the Executive Council of government, bringing in for the 1953

 elections, the first cabinet system in Guyana.
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Our party fought for, and finally won, the right of union members
to choose, by free and fair ballot, the union they wanted for negotiations and
representation. For years, sugar workers were forced to join the MPCA, the
company union, until they finally won the battle to join the union of their
choice, GAWU.

The Party fought against the undemocratic system of the Biritish in
fiddling and gerrymandering our constitution and the boundaries of con-
stituencies.

In our battle to restore full democracy, we fought against the British-
imposed laws of detention without trail.

The PPP fought and won an overwhelming majority of seats and
votes in the 1953 elections which ushered in universal adult suffrage, self
government, the cabinet system; these elections brought the unity of the
Guyanese people as never before seen.

We saw the suspension of the constitution in 1953, becoming the
cold war victims of US and British foreign policies. Constitutional life was
ended until 1957, with a fully nominated Parliament taking over. The British
colonial government worked tirelessly to divide the people’s forces, succeed-
ing in the split in the PPP and the formation, by Mr. Burnham, of another
party, which at first he called the PPP, later the PNC. His group lost heavily
in the 1957 elections, winning only three of 14 seats.

This technique of dividing the party, mainly on racial lines, was the
method used by the British to hold its colonies together. Nelson Mandela in
his recent autobiography cites how, when in prison, the authorities gave
better food and clothing to Indian and coloured prisoners as against Black
prisoners, trying to divide them on racial lines.

Despite the split and the gerrymandering of constituencies for the
1957 election, our Party won. An example of the gerrymandering was that
Cheddi Jagan won his Corentyne seat with 23,443 votes, more votes than
all of those won by the five parties other than the PPP which won seats in
that elections. (The PPP won nine out of fourteen seats).

During the period 1957-61, our Party in government worked with
the British Governor and top officials here without problems; we led a
successful government within the colonial system and brought greatly
increased benefits to the working man and woman. This record was well
remembered during the 1992 elections, as voters compared conditions of
the two periods.

It was our third success at winning elections, in 1961, that the cold
war climate began seriously affecting our Party in government. The USA
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